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Natalie Raou explained her aims as fourfold. First, to develop
the methods and to show the possibility, of training deaf and
dumb children to accustom themselves to verbal thinking and to
spontaneous speech, using a natural method based on the speech
development of the normal child. The second aim was to find out
the best aids to making speech automatic and to strengthening
the speech material already acquired. Next she considered it
essential to carry on in the home scientific research work, by ob-
servation of the speech behaviour of the children, and to find out
the words of primary necessity for each age in order to prepare a
textbook of instructions for the training of verbal speech for the
deaf and dumb pre-school child. Finally she considers that the
development of speech is not an end in itself, but a means of
developing the personality of the deaf and dumb child as a
member of a collective.
The methods for general education are those used in the
ordinary nursery-infant school, with more time spent on
rhythmic work. The special methods are applied to speech
development. They are based on the natural development of
speech in the normal child. Thus the first sounds taught to
these children are the first sounds made by a baby with its lips
and throat, which are the reflex action to external stimuli. When
a baby first sees a dog he says nothing until he hears it bark, then
he repeats the sound " wow, wow." Thereafter for some time a
dog is "wow, wow." Similarly a train may be " cha, cha " or
" puff, puff," even long after it has been given the correct name.
The deaf and dumb children in the home are first of all taught
these sounds or " activity " names. In the same way they are
taught verbs before nouns, the action always preceding the
word, and then the nouns which can be affected by these verbs.
Thanks to this method, the children apparently quickly realise
the value of verbal speech, and willingly and spontaneously
produce the sounds in the corresponding situation. Some of the
children I spoke to certainly gave strong support of the excel-
lence of the method. Thus, whenever they see a dog, they pro-
duce the sound " wow, wow,M From this stage they pass over